






 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 
 

Protecting Ramsar Wetlands 

Target 
» To address the threats posed by invasive 

plant and animal species to the ecological 
character of Ramsar-listed wetlands, over 
the next two years. 

What are Ramsar wetlands? 
Wetlands listed under the international Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands are identified as 
being representative, rare or unique wetlands 
or wetlands that are important for conserving 
biodiversity. 

This biodiversity can include the plants and 
animals in the wetland, or the role they play in 
supporting plants and animals using the wetland, 
such as providing feeding grounds for migrating 
waterbirds or breeding grounds for fish. 

Sites can only be included on the Australian list 
of internationally important wetlands if they meet 
one or more of the Ramsar site-listing criteria, 
and have been formally designated as a Ramsar 
site by the Australian Government. 

Why are Ramsar wetlands a 
priority for Caring for our Country? 
Ramsar wetlands are recognised as 
internationally important sites for flora, fauna 
and/or ecological communities and are 
covered under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999) where 
they are identified as a matter of national 
environmental significance. 

The Caring for our Country initiative recognises 
aquatic habitats, encompassing Ramsar 
wetlands, as significant environmental assets 
which are fundamentally important to the 
Australian lifestyle and economy. 

What are the threats to Ramsar 
wetlands? 
Threats to Ramsar wetlands include physical 
loss, modification or encroachment on the 
wetland, loss of biodiversity, pollution and 
increased nutrient input, changes to water 
regimes, utilisation of resources, and the 
introduction of invasive species. 

What are the highest priority 
sites for funding? 
Those Ramsar wetlands whose ecological character 
is being impacted by invasive plant or animal species 
are the priority for Caring for our Country in 2009–10. 
Priority will be given to sites with a management plan, 
so that a clear link can be demonstrated between 
the plan and the proposed project, and to sites in 
northern and remote Australia. 

Investment scope 
Activities to control pest plant and animal species 
should focus on protecting the ecological character 
for which the wetland was identified and must 
demonstrate a high likelihood of success through 
an integrated control package that: 

» works in collaboration with the relevant land 
manager(s) 

» contributes to implementing a current 
management plan for the identified 
Ramsar site(s) 

» provides a well thought out suite of 
on-ground actions (utilising best practice 
techniques) to reduce the threats from the 
priority pest plant or animals species 

» provides for monitoring and small scale follow 
up (buffer zone maintenance) or treatment of 
the identified pest plant or animal species. 

If your project is located in the Murray-Darling Basin 
and focuses on the impacts of reduced water 
availability on the ecological character and values 
of the Ramsar site, funding through the Australian 
Government’s Water for the Future program may be 
more appropriate. 

Under Water for the Future, funding will be provided 
to recover water from willing sellers, at a fair market 
price, to put water back into the environment. 

Projects to protect and/or restore the ecological 
character of Ramsar wetlands from pest plant 
and animal species will be favourably considered 
where they: 

» demonstrate a strong partnership between 
government, non-government, regional and 
local land managers 
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» if these wetlands are privately 
owned, demonstrate best practice land 
management techniques. 

Proponents are encouraged to develop 
strong partnerships with organisations 
such as government, Indigenous groups, 
non-government organisations, community 

groups, regional natural resource management 
organisations and local land managers where 
this will enhance results. 

On-ground actions in this area provide 
opportunities for community groups to take 
local action to address national priorities. 
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Further information 
Australia’s Ramsar sites: www.environment.gov.au/water/environmental/wetlands/ramsar/index.html 
Ecological character: www.environment.gov.au/water/publications/environmental/wetlands/pubs/  
module-2-framework.pdf 
Water for the Future: www.environment.gov.au/water/action/index.html  
Invasive species under Caring for our Country guidance document is available at www.nrm.gov.au 

Ramsar wetlands 

Coastal hotspotsPriority high conservation value 
aquatic ecosystems 

Northern and remote Australia 

Priority coastal and aquatic ecosystems 

Christmas Island Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

Murray-Darling Basin 

Source data: A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia 3rd ed.: © Commonwealth of Australia, Department of Environment and Water 
Resources with data compiled through cooperative efforts of the Australian and State/Territory Government Agencies, 2006. All rights reserved. 
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Protecting Critical Aquatic Habitats 

Target 
»	 To address the threats posed by 

invasive plant and animal species to 
the environmental values of high priority 
non-Ramsar high conservation value 
aquatic ecosystems, over the next 
two years. 

What are HCVAEs? 
High conservation value aquatic ecosystems 
(HCVAEs) include rivers, wetlands, floodplains, 
lakes, inland saline ecosystems, groundwater 
dependent ecosystems and estuaries, but 
do not include the marine environment. 

Aquatic ecosystems with high conservation 
values are those recognised through key 
agreements and conventions at the national 
level: Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance, United Nations 
Convention on Biological Diversity, World 
Heritage Convention, Japan Australia Migratory 
Bird Agreement, China Australia Migratory 
Bird Agreement, and the Bonn Convention 
on Migratory Species of Wild Animals. 

Environmental values that are considered in 
identifying an HCVAE, include its international 
recognition; its representativeness as a 
particular type of aquatic ecosystem; the 
diversity of species, habitat and physical 
features it displays; its distinctiveness; 
the critical habitat it provides; its ability to 
demonstrate the evolution of Australia’s 
landscape or biota; and the naturalness 
of its ecosystem. 

Why are HCVAEs a priority for 
Caring for our Country? 
The Caring for our Country initiative recognises 
aquatic ecosystems as significant environmental 
assets that are fundamentally important to the 
Australian lifestyle and economy. 

Additionally, some aquatic ecosystems are 
recognised as internationally important sites 
for flora, fauna and/or ecological communities 
and are covered by Commonwealth or state 
or territory legislation. 

Nick Rains 
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What are the threats to aquatic 
ecosystems? 
Threats to aquatic ecosystems include 
physical modification or encroachment, 
loss of biodiversity, pollution and increased 
nutrient input, changes to water regimes, 
utilisation of resources, and the introduction 
of invasive species. 

The environmental values of aquatic 
ecosystems are under threat from a range 
of issues, in particular pest plant and 
animal species. 

Introduced animals (e.g. foxes, goats, pigs 
and cats) may result in predation of wildlife 
or overgrazing, whereas weed invasions may 
cause loss of suitable habitat for wading birds 
(eg choking of wetlands, changes to vegetation 
communities). 

Addressing the threats of pest plant and 
animal species will help reduce the loss of 
native species and protect and/or restore 
the environmental values. 
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Ramsar wetlands 

Coastal hotspotsPriority high conservation value 
aquatic ecosystems 

Northern and remote Australia 

Priority coastal and aquatic ecosystems 

Christmas Island Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

Murray-Darling Basin 

Source data: A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia 3rd ed.: © Commonwealth of Australia, Department of Environment and Water 
Resources with data compiled through cooperative efforts of the Australian and State/Territory Government Agencies, 2006. All rights reserved. 
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Protecting Critical Aquatic Habitats (cont’d) 

What are the highest priority 
sites for funding? 
Those aquatic ecosystems with outstanding 
high conservation values are the high priority 
for investment through Caring for our Country. 

Key sites for investment through Caring for our 
Country are indentified in the map. 

These HCVAEs have been identified by state 
and territory agencies as having clearly defined 
threats to the ecological values that need to be 
urgently addressed, but have good prospects 
for recovery as a result of carefully targeted 
investment. 

In 2009–10 priority will be given to investments 
in aquatic ecosystems whose environmental 
values are being impacted on by pest plant or 
animal species. 

Investment scope 
Activities to control pest plant and animal 
species should be targeted at high priority 
non-Ramsar HCVAEs and should focus on 
protecting the environmental values for which 
the aquatic ecosystems were identified, and 
must demonstrate a high likelihood of success 
through an integrated control package that: 

» works in collaboration with the relevant land 
manager and contributes to implementing 
a management plan for the identified 
aquatic ecosystem 

» provides a well thought out suite of 
on-ground actions (utilising best practice 
techniques) to reduce the threats from 
the priority pest plant or animal species 

» provides for monitoring and small scale 
follow up (buffer zone maintenance) 
or treatment of the identified pest plant 
or animal species. 
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Projects to protect and/or restore the 
environmental values of aquatic ecosystems 
from pest plant and animal species will be 
favourably considered where they: 

» demonstrated a strong partnership between 
government, non-government, regional and 
local land managers 

» if on privately owned land, demonstrate best 
practice land management techniques and 
overall management which could contribute 
to profitability. 

If your project is located within the 
Murray-Darling Basin and focuses on the 
impacts of reduced water availability to the high 
conservation value aquatic ecosystem, funding 
through the Australian Government’s Water for 
the Future program may be more appropriate. 

Under Water for the Future, funding will 
be provided to recover water from willing 
sellers, at a fair market price, to put water 
back into the environment. 

Proponents are encouraged to develop 
strong partnerships with organisations 
such as government, Indigenous groups, 
non-government organisations, community 
groups, regional natural resource management 
organisations and local land managers where 
this will enhance results. 

On-ground actions in this area provide 
opportunities for community groups to take 
local action to address national priorities. 
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Further information 
Activities that include a weed or pest animal control component should be consistent with the ‘Invasive 
species under Caring for our Country’ guidance document available at www.nrm.gov.au. 

Ian Oswald-Jacobs 
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Improving Coastal Hotspots 

Target 
»	 To address the threats affecting the 

environmental values of coastal hotspots 
over the next two years, such as declining or 
poor water quality, disturbance of acid sulfate 
soils or ecosystem disturbance leading to 
habitat loss and biodiversity decline. 

What is a coastal hotspot? 
A coastal hotspot is an area that: 

»	 encompasses one or more matters 
of national environmental significance 
as defined under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act (1999) 

»	 is under pressure as a result of population 
growth and development, disturbance of 
acid sulfate soils, and water quality decline 

»	 is suffering ecosystem disturbance leading 
to habitat loss and biodiversity decline. 

Why are coastal hotspots a priority 
for Caring for our Country? 
The Caring for our Country initiative recognises 
Australia’s coasts as significant environmental 
assets which are fundamentally important to our 
lifestyle and economy. 

Our coasts face difficult pressures and require 
better management and protection to ensure 
they are sustained into the future. 

These priority coastal hotspots are located 
in areas where there are high actual or 
potential impacts from poor water quality, 
and/or ecosystem decline from current land 
management practices which is impacting on 
critical aquatic habitats. 

What are the threats to coastal 
hotspots? 
The main threat to the environmental values 
of aquatic ecosystems is habitat loss and 
biodiversity decline primarily triggered by 
declining or poor water quality; disturbance of 
acid sulfate soils; and ecosystem disturbance. 

The impacts of coastal acid sulfate soil runoff 
come at a significant environmental, economic 
and social cost to coastal communities. Acid 
runoff can kill fish, cause fish diseases and 
compromise valuable tourist resources like good 
fishing grounds, swimming areas and other water 
sports areas. Acid discharges also damage town 
services and structures like pipes, foundations, 
drains, bridges and flood controls. 

Ecosystem disturbance occurs through 
a range of activities such as land clearing, 
urban development, climate change, and 
inappropriate fire regimes. These disturbances 
have a negative impact on the biodiversity of 
coastal hotspots, resulting in reduced resilience 
which provides opportunities for non-native 
species to become established. 

Investment scope 
Activities to address declining or poor water 
quality, disturbance of acid sulfate soils and 
ecosystem disturbance which is leading to habitat 
loss and biodiversity decline should be targeted 
in coastal hotspot locations and should focus 
on protecting the environmental values of this 
location, and must demonstrate a high likelihood 
of success through an integrated package that: 

» works in collaboration with the relevant 
land managers and contributes to 
implementing the water quality improvement 
or management plan consistent with the 
National Water Quality Management Strategy 
for the identified coastal hotspot 

» provides a well thought out suite of on-ground 
actions (utilising best practice techniques) 
to reduce the impacts from declining water 
quality linked with appropriate plans of action 

» where focusing on acid sulfate soil adheres 
to best practice analysis and management 
consistent with the National Strategy for the 
Management of Coastal Acid Sulfate Soils, 
and where appropriate contributes information 
to the national Australian Soil Resource 
Information System database 

» provides for monitoring and evaluation. 
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Projects to protect and/or restore the 
environmental values of coastal hotspots 
from the identified threats will be favourably 
considered where they: 

» demonstrate a strong partnership between 
government, non-government, regional and 
local land managers 

» if occurring on privately owned land, they 
demonstrate best practice land management 
techniques and practices which could 
contribute to improved profitability. 

Proponents are encouraged to develop 
strong partnerships with organisations 
such as government, Indigenous groups, 
non-government organisations, community 
groups, regional natural resource management 
organisations and local land managers, 
where this will enhance outcomes. 
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Ramsar wetlands 

Coastal hotspots 

Murray-Darling Basin 

Priority high conservation value 
aquatic ecosystems 

Northern and remote Australia 

Priority coastal and aquatic ecosystems 

Christmas Island Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

Further Information 
Acid sulfate soils: www.environment.gov.au/coasts/cass/index.html 
Coastal hotspot locations: www.nrm.gov.au/funding/coastcare-priority-hotspots.html 

Source data: A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia 3rd ed.: © Commonwealth of Australia, Department of Environment and Water 
Resources with data compiled through cooperative efforts of the Australian and State/Territory Government Agencies, 2006. All rights reserved. 
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Increasing Coastal Community Engagement 

Target 
» To engage at least 500 community 

organisations in coastal rehabilitation, 
restoration and conservation projects 
over the next two years. 

What are coastal environments? 
Coastal environments include intertidal zones, 
beaches, dune systems, estuaries, inlets 
and coastal wetlands, islands and reefs and 
their associated coastal vegetation, including 
mangroves, coastal woodlands and heathlands. 

They also include near-shore coastal waters 
and those areas immediately landwards of the 
coastal waters where there are processes or 
activities that affect the coast and its values. 

Why are coastal environments a 
priority for Caring for our Country? 
The Caring for our Country initiative recognises 
Australia’s coasts as significant environmental 
assets which are fundamentally important to our 
lifestyle and economy. 

Our coasts face significant pressures and require 
better management and protection to ensure they 
are sustained into the future. These pressures 
include declining water quality, impacts of invasive 
plants and animals, climate change, dune 
erosion, urban development and land clearing. 

Support for community 
organisations under Caring 
for our Country? 
Caring for our Country recognises the 
importance of supporting community 
organisations, such as Friends of Groups, 
Indigenous communities, landcare and 
coastcare groups who play a vital role in 
protecting and restoring the environmental 
values of our coastal environments in the 
face of population growth, global warming 
and climate change. 

In the transition year of Caring for our Country, 
support for community organisations working 
on the coast was provided through Community 
Coastcare grants. 

With the progressive introduction of the 
Caring for our Country initiative, community 
organisations will continue to have the 
opportunities to undertake a broad range 
of activities to address multiple priorities in 
coastal environments. 

From now, financial support for community 
organisations will be available through the 
processes in the annual Caring for our Country 
business plan and there will not be a separate 
process for Community Coastcare. 

Scope of activities 
Consistent with the strategic and landscape scale 
focus of Caring for our Country preference will 
be given to projects requiring funding of between 
$20 000 and $50 000 that contribute directly to the 
achievement of the Caring for our Country targets. 

Community groups and networks seeking smaller 
amounts of funding are encouraged to contact 
their local regional natural resource management 
organisation to discuss local grants options or to 
identify other groups they could partner with to 
submit a proposal. 

Activities should focus on: 

» planning and on-ground actions that protect 
the conservation values of coastal ecosystems 
and environments 

» the protection, rehabilitation and enhancement 
of coastal habitats, waterways and wetlands 
to stabilise dunes, prevent coastal erosion, 
establish wildlife corridors and enhance 
remnant coastal vegetation 

» minimising disturbance to and protecting 
sensitive coastal areas 

» work with Indigenous communities to protect 
Indigenous cultural landscapes and culturally 
sensitive sites 

» planning and implementation of best-practice 
sustainable near-shore coastal land and 
resource use, including Indigenous traditional 
use, and the reduction of local stresses (eg 
water quality, fishing pressure) on near-shore 
coastal ecosystems such as inshore reefs and 
seagrass meadows 
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» preventing the decline of water quality and 
the protection of coastal habitats through 
management of point source pollution, 
establishment of buffer zones and stock 
watering points 

» enhancing skills and knowledge and raising 
community awareness 

» enhancing the skills and knowledge of 
Indigenous Australians, volunteers and 
communities in Saltwater country through 
Indigenous land and sea country planning 
and the recording and passing on of 
traditional ecological knowledge. 

Eligibility 
Proposals are sought from both existing and 
new organisations that facilitate community 
participation in the management of coastal 
environments. Existing organisations are 
particularly encouraged to consider activities 
that will broaden the level of community 
participation in their programs. 

Government agencies may submit proposals 
where they can demonstrate clear links to the 
national Caring for our Country priorities, strong 
links to the community and where the proposed 
activities would not be considered to be core 
business of the agency. 

Activities will be considered favourably where 
they demonstrate a high public benefit and 
likelihood of success through an integrated 
package that: 

»	 has been developed in collaboration with the 
relevant land manager/s and, where it exists, 
contributes to implementing a management 
and/or recovery plan 

»	 provides a well thought out suite of 
on-ground actions (utilising best practice 
techniques) to reduce the impacts from 
threats to coastal environmental values 

» demonstrates strong partnerships between 
community organisations and government, 
non-government, regional and local land 
managers 

» where activities occur on privately owned 
land, they demonstrate best practice land 
management techniques and practices and 
cover multiple land holders 

» may provide for integrated support through 
provision of resources across a geographic 
region, for instance through a process of 
targeted devolved grants 

» demonstrates consultation and partnerships 
with Indigenous people during the 
development and subsequent project 
activities to ensure Indigenous heritage 
values are incorporated and projects 
comply with Commonwealth state, and 
territory legislation 

» incorporates appropriate monitoring and 
evaluation to ensure the project outcomes 
can be measured and communicated. 

Proponents are encouraged to develop 
strong partnerships with organisations such 
as government agencies, Indigenous groups, 
non-government organisations, community 
groups, regional natural resource management 
organisations and local land managers, where 
this will enhance outcomes. 

On-ground actions in this area provide 
opportunities for community groups, including 
coastcare and landcare groups to take local 
action to address national priorities. 

Further Information 
Activities that include a weed or pest animal control component should be consistent with the ‘Invasive 
species under Caring for our Country’ guidance document available at www.nrm.gov.au 
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Improving Land Management Practices 

Target 
»	 To increase by 42 000 farmers (12 000 in 

cropping industries including horticulture 
and 30 000 in grazing industries) in identified 
priority regions that have improved their 
management to reduce the risk of soil 
acidification and soil loss through wind 
erosion, water erosion and improve carbon 
content of soils, or have adopted other 
improved soil management methods. 

What are sustainable farm 
practices? 
Sustainable farm practices are practices that 
maintain or improve Australia’s capacity to 
produce food and fibre while enhancing the 
capacity of agricultural lands to deliver other 
ecosystem services, such as clean air and water, 
healthy soils and biodiversity conservation. 

Why are sustainable farm 
practices a priority for Caring for 
our Country? 
As farmers manage up to 70 per cent of the 
Australian landscape, their choice of land 
management practice has a crucial role to play 
in the future of Australia’s natural resource base. 

Good farm management can be good for farm 
productivity and good for the environment. 
Farm systems and land management practices 
continue to evolve to adjust to the Australian 
environment while still improving productivity 
and Caring for our Country is seeking to support 
farmers to continue their work to balance 
production and the environment. 

What are the highest priority sites 
for funding? 
Caring for our Country will encourage the 
adoption of land management practices which 
will improve on-farm productivity, while slowing 
land degradation processes and increasing the 
resilience of farms and agricultural landscapes 
to climate change. 

Priority will be given to proposals that lead 
to the adoption of land management practices 
which reduce the risks of wind and water erosion 
and soil acidification and increase the storage 
of soil organic carbon on-farm in identified 
priority areas. 

Priority areas have been identified using 
nationally available data on the extent and 
severity of wind and hillslope (sheet and rill) 
erosion and acidification risk and the 
potential for increasing soil carbon storage, 
and the likelihood that these issues can be 
addressed by the adoption of improved 
management practices. 

Finer scale data are available for some areas, 
but could not be used in this initial national 
assessment. 

It is recognised within priority areas that there 
may be substantial variability. The converse is 
that within some lower priority areas there may 
be some high priority regions. 
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Land management practices to reduce 
wind erosion risk 

The off-site impacts of wind erosion include 
reduced air and water quality, sedimentation of 
rivers and dams, disruption to electricity supply 
and aviation, increases in respiratory problems 
and changes to the global climate. 

The priority areas for investing in improved 
management practices for reducing wind 
erosion risk are identified in the map (more 
detail at www.nrm.gov.au). These priority 
areas have been identified based on the 
extent and severity of the existing wind erosion 
problems and the likelihood that these can 
be reduced by investing in improved land 
management practices. 

The most effective way of controlling or 
minimising wind erosion is by maintaining 
and improving ground cover. 

Grazed paddocks with at least ground cover 
of 40 per cent have significantly reduced 
erosion and are also rain ready, that is, the 
vegetation is able to respond better to rain 
through increased water infiltration, reduced 
runoff and evaporation. 

Practices that can assist in reducing wind 
erosion risk in croplands include reduced 
tillage, stubble retention and careful timing 
of or where feasible, avoidance of long 
cultivated fallow. 
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Priority areas for reducing risk of wind erosion by improving land 
management practices 

Priority areas 

Source data: Information sourced from the Results of a National and State Expert Panel Prioritisation process for wind erosion risk, 
September 2008, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
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Improving Land Management Practices (cont’d) 

Land management practices to reduce 
hill slope (sheet and rill) erosion risk 

Water erosion processes include hillslope 
erosion, gully and riverbank erosion. These are 
natural processes occurring more in landscapes 
with high rainfall intensity or steep slopes. 

The risk of erosion is increased where protective 
vegetation cover is removed or reduced by 
clearing, tillage or over grazing. In this business 
plan, proposals are invited to address hillslope 
erosion only. 

The priority areas for investing in improved 
ground cover management practices for 
reducing hillslope erosion risk are shown 
in the map. 

Management practices that will help reduce 
the risk of hillslope erosion include ensuring 
that grazed paddocks are maintained with a 
minimum ground cover of 40 per cent through 
regular pasture cover monitoring. 

Practices that can assist in reducing hillslope 
erosion risk in croplands include maintaining 
greater than 50 per cent ground cover, 
reduced tillage, stubble retention and careful 
timing of, or where feasible, avoidance of long 
cultivated fallow. 

Priority areas for reducing risk of hillslope erosion by improving 
land management practices 

Priority areas 

Source data: IInformation sourced from the Results of a National and State Expert Panel Prioritisation process for water erosion risk, 
September 2008, Department of Agriculture,Fisheries and Forestry. 
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Land management practices to increase 
soil organic carbon 

Increasing soil organic carbon will benefit 
all farms and the landscapes in which the 
farms operate. Soil carbon helps improve the 
structural stability, water retention and nutrient 
status of soils. 

However, there is an upper limit to the amount 
of soil organic carbon that can be stored in 
different locations; this is less in sandy soils than 
in clays, and less in lower rainfall areas because 
it is closely related to the amount of biomass 
that can be grown. 

The priority areas shown in the map for 
investing in management practices to 

increase soil carbon storage have been 
identified on the basis of soil type, climatic 
factors, the suitability of farming systems 
and the likelihood that soil carbon storage 
could be increased by improved land 
management practices. 

Management practices that can help increase 
soil carbon content while maintaining an 
economically viable farm enterprise need to 
be developed and may include: increasing 
the proportion of perennial vegetation in 
pastures, particularly in regions with significant 
summer rainfall where annual crops are being 
grown; conversion of paddocks or portions 
of paddocks that continually give negative 
returns to perennial vegetation; increasing 
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Priority areas for increasing soil organic carbon by improving 
land management practices 

Priority areas 

Source data: Results from a National and State Expert Panel Prioritisation Process, September 2008. © The Australian Government, 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
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Improving Land Management Practices (cont’d) 

ground cover retention through maintaining 
crop residues, careful management of stocking 
rates and increased use of green manure crops; 
optimising farm management inputs to maximise 
water use efficiency and thereby the return 
of crop residues to the soil under any given 
management practice. 

Land management practices to reduce the 
risk of soil acidification 

Soil acidification is a natural process which 
is accelerated when land is developed for 
agriculture. It can arise from leaching of nitrate 
(from legume or fertiliser origin) below the root 
zone and the removal of alkalinity through the 
harvesting of crop and livestock products. 

Soil acidification can cause significant losses 
to production. 

The priority areas shown in the map for investing 
in management practices to decrease the risk 
of soil acidification have been identified on the 
basis of soil type and land use factors, and the 
likelihood that pH decline could be slowed by 
improved land management practices. 

Land management practices for reducing the 
risk of soil acidification include: regular testing 
of soil pH and nutrient levels, liming, changing 
fertilisers from ammonium-based sources to 
urea or anhydrous ammonia or nitrate-based 
products, improving the timing of nitrogen 
fertiliser to match plant demand, reducing 

Priority areas for reducing risk of soil acidification by improving 
land management practices 

Priority areas 

Source data: Acidification risk categories sourced from the Identification of Natural Resources Management Regions with the potential 
to address soil acidification risk. Results from a National and State Expert Panel Prioritisation Process September 2008. © The 
Australian Governement, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 
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legume dominance in mixed pastures, reducing 
tillage to minimise the build-up of soil nitrate, 
use of perennial pasture species, avoidance 
of long fallows and the retention of plant 
residues on site. 

Investment scope 
Caring for our Country investment will focus 
on landscape scale outcomes that deliver 
environmental and productivity benefits. 

Projects that result in on-ground change, 
demonstrate strong partnerships involving 
community groups and deliver multiple 
benefits will be favourably considered. 

Sustainable farm practices activities should be 
strategically targeted at priority areas shown on 
the maps and the identified land management 
practices. This may include a variety of 
mechanisms such as: 

» collective activities that target the adoption 
of these practices on farms at a cross 
property/catchment or regional scale 

» extension and capacity building initiatives 
such as demonstrations and workshops 

» the development of codes of practice, 
or similar guidelines that describe the 
management systems and practices 
recommended for adoption on farm to 
reduce the risks of wind and water erosion, 
soil acidification or increase soil carbon 
storage. These should be developed in 
partnership with industry, government and 
research providers 

» other innovative approaches that will 
encourage the adoption of more sustainable 
farming practices that reduce the risk of wind 
and hillslope erosion and soil acidification 
and/or build soil organic carbon. 

Caring for our Country is seeking to encourage 
the adoption of on-farm land management 
practices that continue to maintain and improve 
production and deliver ecosystem services for 
the whole community. 

Funding is available for those activities which are 
considered to be beyond a farmer’s expected 
duty of care and where there is substantial 
demonstrated public benefit consistent with 
Caring for our Country targets. 

Applications for funding of activities encouraging 
the uptake of management practices that will 
reduce the risk of wind or hillslope erosion 
or soil acidification or increase soil organic 
carbon storage outside the priority areas will be 
considered if the applicants provide additional 
information that shows why their location should 
be given priority. 

On-ground actions in this area provide 
opportunities for community groups, including 
landcare and industry groups for taking local 
action to address national priorities. 

It is expected that proposals for investment 
to deliver this targets will be integrated with 
the delivery of other target, as the Caring for 
our Country initiative is seeking to enable 
landscape-scale change. 

Further Information 
Further guiding information will be available at www.nrm.gov.au 
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Increasing Landscape Scale Conservation 

Target 
» 	 To increase by 6700 farmers in priority 

regions adopting activities that contribute to 
the ongoing conservation and protection of 
biodiversity over four years. 

–	  Priority will be given to proposals that 
bring together groups of landholders to 
address the protection of woodlands 
and derived native grasslands in 
Victoria, southern New South Wales and 
eastern South Australia. 

Why is protecting biodiversity on 
farms a priority for Caring for our 
Country? 
In south eastern Australia woodlands have  
been cleared to support the development of 
intensive agricultural production. This area  
now supports many rural communities and 
produces a significant proportion of Australia’s 
food and fibre. 

Farmers are managing some of the valuable 
remnants of these woodlands; about three 
million hectares (four per cent of the priority 
area) are on private land. 

Some remnants, with appropriate planning  
and management to improve their condition  
and secure their protection, could make a  
more significant contribution to landscape  
scale conservation of biodiversity at the district 
or sub-catchment scale. 

Within this area of priority woodlands there  
are 44 per cent of the farm businesses in 
Australia (according to the 2005–06 Agricultural 
Census) that contribute over $16 billion or  
42 per cent of Australia’s gross value of 
agricultural production. 

The intent of this element of Caring for our 
Country is to enable groups of landholders 
to work together to contribute to biodiversity 
conservation and the provision of associated 
ecosystem services in a way that complements 
the National Reserve System (including 

protected areas on private land) and the 
Environmental Stewardship Program (that is 
currently focussing on protection of the Box 
Gum Grassy Woodlands). 

What are the highest priority sites 
for funding? 
Priority for the next two years will be given 
to proposals that bring together groups of 
landholders to improve the protection on farm 
of woodlands and their derived native 
grasslands in Victoria, southern New South 
Wales and eastern South Australia. 

Proposals are particularly invited from groups 
of land holders to protect woodlands along 
rivers and creeks, especially those in the 
Central West, Murrumbidgee, North East, 
Goulburn Broken and Murray regions of the 
Murray-Darling Basin. 

The general location of the priority woodlands is 
shown in the map. Additional information about 
the vegetation of these woodland communities 
is available on the website. 

Investment scope 
Proposals are invited from groups of land 
holders (who represent at least 10 properties) 
for support to develop cross property 
biodiversity conservation plans and 
management arrangements for woodlands 
in the priority area shown on the map. 

Proponents are encouraged to work with other 
organisations such as government agencies, 
non-government organisations, community 
groups, regional natural resource management 
organisations, and research organisations to 
develop their proposals. 

Proposals should be compatible with existing 
catchment management plans for biodiversity 
conservation and bioregional conservation 
plans. The development of plans which 
include covenanting for long term protection is 
encouraged, however this is not a requirement 
to receive funding. 
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Activities eligible for support will include 
preparation and documentation of plans and the 
assessment of ongoing management needs, 
including the establishment of complementary 
practices for adjacent crop and pasture 
management needed to maintain and improve 
the condition of these woodland areas. 

Cost sharing arrangements for certain activities 
including the fencing of remnant vegetation, the 
planting of indigenous species to link remnant 
vegetation, initial weed and pest animal control 
may be considered. 

Proposals for the conservation of forest 
vegetation or grasslands other than those 
derived from and currently associated 
with woodlands in the priority area will 
not be eligible. 

These funds are not intended for the 
development of agroforestry. On-ground 
actions in this area provide opportunities 
for Indigenous and community groups, 
including landcare groups to take local 
action to address national priorities. 
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Priority woodlands in south-eastern Australia 

Priority woodlands 

Further Information 
More information on planning for woodland biodiversity conservation is available  
on our website at www.nrm.gov.au 

Source data: The Bureau of Rural Sciences (BRS). 
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Indigenous Engagement 

Targets 
» To develop at least 20 Indigenous 

partnerships over two years that engage 
Indigenous communities in delivering Caring 
for our Country. 

» To use traditional ecological knowledge in 
the development of management plans in at 
least 32 newly initiated Indigenous Protected 
Area projects over four years. 

» To involve at least 15 projects in the use 
or recording of Indigenous traditional 
knowledge from Indigenous communities 
over two years. 

» To increase the area of Indigenous-owned 
land declared as Indigenous Protected 
Areas by 2 million hectares a year in 
under-represented bioregions and managed 
as part of the National Reserve System. 

Why is Indigenous involvement a 
priority for Caring for our Country? 
Indigenous Australians are key stakeholders 
in Caring for our Country because they have 
significant knowledge, skills and land and sea 
management responsibilities for the protection 
of Australia’s natural and cultural resources. 

Indigenous people also own and /or manage 
over 19 per cent of the Australian continent. 

The Australian, state and territory governments 
endorsed the Indigenous Reconciliation 
Action Plan through the Council of Australian 
Governments. 

There is a strong commitment to achieving 
greater reconciliation through natural resource 
management. 

Understanding, learning and respecting 
Indigenous knowledge systems is a key to 
reconciliation processes. 

Dragi Markovic – DEWHA 
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What will partnering Indigenous 
communities deliver for Caring for 
our Country? 
Caring for our Country is seeking Indigenous 
organisations to be active participants, decision 
makers and deliverers of Caring for our Country 
national priorities. Developing Indigenous 
partnerships provides an opportunity: 

» for Indigenous groups to access 
funds for on-ground activities through 
Caring for our Country that will achieve 
long-term environmental, economic 
and social outcomes 

» to identify and assist emerging Indigenous 
groups prepare land and sea country plans, 
while contributing to broader benefits for 
Indigenous communities. 

What will recording traditional 
ecological knowledge deliver for 
Caring for our Country? 
It is important for traditional ecological 
knowledge to be recorded and used by 
Traditional Owners to help protect Australia’s 
natural and cultural resources by undertaking 
their land and sea management responsibilities 
and assisting with contemporary and 
scientific methods for environment and land 
management. 

With the ageing of key knowledge holders 
and the potential for much knowledge to be 
lost forever, Indigenous communities must 
be supported to gather traditional ecological 
knowledge quickly. 

The knowledge must be stored so that access 
to sensitive cultural information is managed 
through traditional cultural protocols and assists 
Indigenous people manage their information on 
culture and country. 

Investment scope 
Proposals to develop Indigenous partnerships 
and to engage Indigenous communities in 
delivering Caring for our Country can include: 

» identifying and aligning the priorities of 
Indigenous communities to work with 
government and the private sector 

» supporting Indigenous groups to effectively 
participate in natural resource management 
activities 

» ensuring Indigenous groups can initiate and 
be essential partners in projects with an 
environment and land management focus 

» assist the development of land and sea 
country plans, strategies and partners to 
deliver Caring for our Country outcomes 

» supporting whole of government investment 
in Indigenous communities through 
partnerships with other agencies (both 
government and non-government). 

Proposals to use or record traditional ecological 
knowledge must: 

»	 demonstrate benefit and support of the 
Indigenous Traditional Owners over that 
particular country 

»	 ensure sensitive information is managed 
according to appropriate cultural protocols 
as determined by the Traditional Owners of 
that knowledge 

»	 demonstrate the benefit to natural and 
cultural resources through caring for country. 

Further information 
Caring for our Country – Indigenous Land Management Facilitators www.nrm.gov.au/contacts/ausgovt.html 
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Community Engagement and Participation 

Targets 
The following targets have been identified 
as particularly relevant to community groups 
including Indigenous, coastcare and  
landcare groups: 

» 	 to ensure all regional natural resource 
management organisations assist local 
communities, including Indigenous, landcare 
and coastcare groups over the next two 
years to access knowledge and skills in 
managing natural resources, including: 

–	  providing easily accessible, free 
information to groups and individuals 

–	  providing training opportunities to 

local groups
 

»	  to increase the recruitment and retention of 
volunteers in community groups involved in 
managing natural resources, over the next 
two years, in particular youth 

»	 to increase the opportunities for short-term 
members or visitors to contribute to and 
partake in the protection and management 
of natural resources 

»	 to ensure all regional natural resource 
management organisations provide 
support for community groups (eg through 
devolved grants) to undertake local projects 
over the next two years 

»	 to ensure all regional natural resource 
management organisations have 
best-practice governance arrangements 
in place within the next two years 

»	 to increase by 42 000 land managers 
and farmers over four years who have 
demonstrated an improvement in 
knowledge and skills in natural resource 
management. 

Cecilia Burke 
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Support for community 
organisations under Caring for 
our Country 
Caring for our Country recognises the 
importance of supporting community 
organisations, such as Friends of Groups, 
Indigenous communities, landcare and 
coastcare groups who play a vital role in 
protecting and restoring the environment. 

In the transition year of Caring for our Country, 
support for community organisations was 
provided through Landcare Sustainable 
Practices grants, Open Grants and Community 
Coastcare grants. 

With the progressive introduction of the 
Caring for our Country initiative, community 
organisations will continue to have the 
opportunities to undertake a broad range 
of activities to address multiple priorities. 

Financial support for community organisations 
is available through the annual Caring for our 
Country business plan on a competitive basis. 

Community groups and networks are 
supported under Caring for our Country. 
Consistent with the strategic and landscape 
scale focus of Caring for our Country preference 
will be given to projects requiring funding 
of between $20 000 and $100 000 that 
contribute directly to the achievement of the 
Caring for our Country targets. 

Community groups and networks seeking 
smaller amounts of funding are encouraged 
to contact their local regional natural resource 
management organisation to discuss local 
grants options or to identify other groups they 
could partner with to submit a proposal. 

It is expected that these small-scale projects 
will incorporate the delivery of the Australian 
Government’s commitments to landcare and 
community coastcare. 
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Further Information 
Further guiding information will be available at www.nrm.gov.au 
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